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PROUD TO BEATEACHER -5

Fr. Dr. P. S. Varghese
(Vicar MGOS Church, Dimapur & Principal, MGM College)

“Of all the liars in the world, sometimes the worst are our own
fears.”

Often our own fears tell the most untruthful stories. Rudyard Kipling
(1895-1936) was an innovative writer who was a journalist, a poet, and a
novelist popular in Britain in the early 20th century. In 1907, he was awarded
the Nobel Prize for Literature.

There is no enemy more powerful than fear. These lines were written
by Kipling from his own experiences. Having been born in Mumbai under
Imperial rule, he was taken to the United Kingdom with his sister when he
was five years old. It was their home for many years, along with other
couples.

As teachers, our primary goal is to help every child overcome their
fears. However, teach them that ”fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom.” (Prov:9:10)

Furthermore, St.Paul reminds us: don’t become weary in doing well,
because at the right time a harvest will be reaped: “As you teach, don’t
become weary in doing well, for, at the proper time, you will reap a
harvest.” (Galatians 6:9).

There are some teachers who are more concerned about the grades
and results of their students. The purpose of education isn’t just to earn
grades but to change lives. It is the role of mentors to help each child
develop a global perspective.

To help every child confront reality without fear, we should help him get
out of the grips of fear. As mentors, it is important to encourage your children
to face the truth with sufficient confidence. By having such confidence in
them, they can overcome even the bitterest reality, and they will never be
led by success mantras instead of following their true nature.

This was the scene of the Mahabharata battle at Kurukshetra. The
warrior Arjuna was puzzled when he saw his own people on the other side
of the battlefield. The charioteer even gets down from the chariot out of
fear. Krishna, the god incarnated, took over the command of his chariot
and his life. Through his words of inspiration, he was able to overcome his
fears.

“Yada yada hi dharmasya
glaanirbhavati bhaarat
Abhyutthaanam adharmasya
tadaatmaanam srijaamyaham.
Paritranaay saadhunaam
vinaashaay cha dushkritaam
Dharm sansthaapanaarthaay
sambhavaami yuge yuge.”

(Bhagavad Gita IV:7- 8)

“Whenever there is a decline in righteousness and a rise in
unrighteousness, O Bharata, then I send myself forth. From age to
age, I come into being for the protection of the good, the destruction
of the wicked, and the establishment of righteousness.”

The purpose of incarnation goes beyond simply upholding the world
order, but also enhancing the nature of humanity. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
gives a meaningful interpretation to this portion in his book ‘The Bhagavad
Gita’.

Almighty is created whenever righteousness wanes, and unrighteousness
increases. Furthermore, he elucidates; when a serious conflict arises in life

Vol. 04 No. 40

THE ONLINE OFFICIAL NEWS BULLETIN OF MOSC

when all-pervasive materialism begins to invade the souls of people, a
manifestation of wisdom and righteousness is imperative to maintain the
equilibrium. Despite being unborn and undying, the Supreme becomes
manifest in human form to subdue ignorance and selfishness. The purpose
of Avatar is to inaugurate a new world. It is to raise the status of humans to
a higher status. God descends when man rises.

There is a decisive difference between right and wrong. It is God who
works on the right. The power of love and mercy ultimately triumphs over
hatred and cruelty. It is the truth that will ultimately triumph over falsehood.
It is the Reality of Being, Intelligence, and Bliss that will overthrow the
powers of death, disease, and sin.

Dharma literally means ‘mode of being’. In essence, a being’s mode of
behavior is determined by its essential nature. God does not stand aside
when we abuse our freedom and cause disequilibrium. It is not simply Him
who windup the world, but rather his loving hand that steers it continuously.

According to Rig Veda, ‘Ritas’ represent the moral and cosmic order.
Every human being is a vital part of this cosmic order because ‘rita’ is
embodied in the human body (The Bhagavad Gita, 1993. Harper Collins.
New Delhi. P. 154-155):

According to this interpretation, it affirms that fear must be overcome
by reality. We will all become free if we understand the truth. The clutches
of ignorance will disperse, and thereby bring an end to the darkness.

Throughout our daily lives, we frequently use the term management.
Managing time, resources, events, and teaching classes, as well as managing
a library, are all examples of management. Education is the foundation of
all these management practices. School education is the mother of all
management courses. There, each mentor must act as a multifaceted
individual. Life lessons, value education, scientific temperament, general
awareness, a good world view, historical sensibility, current affairs, language
skills, calligraphy, sense of humor, aesthetic sense, everything depends on
you. A passion and love for the mentor will translate into a passion and love
for the subject. A child who has faith in the teacher will feel more confident
about life and learning. Throughout his life, Arjuna had abundant faith and
love for Krishana, which ultimately changed his life through his advice.

To be a responsible mentor, dear colleagues, let us first be empowered
by words of wisdom. The wisdom of the ages speaks in many ways. All its
essence must be embraced. It will involve reading, writing, listening, as
well as a collaborative study with elders, parents, and gurus. Fear has been
conquered by it in a magnificent way. Fear will result in death, first for a
person’s sensory system, then their vitality.

During this pandemic, fear encrypts every human being regardless of
social status and gender. Children and parents are often concerned about
their education, future, meeting both ends of the life spectrum, phobias,
mental stress, and so on. The list goes on and on.

There is a lot of relevance and significance to mindfulness for everyone
right now. Mindfulness allows us to find joy, happiness, and meaning in life
even in adverse circumstances. The love, care, empathy, and sympathy a
mentor offers are worth a million dollars. We must therefore continue this
teaching as a mission entrusted by Almighty to continue His teaching ministry
in this world. We as teachers aim to help every student overcome their
fears.

Q
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4 Sunday after Assumption of Mother Mary

Fr. Dr. Joshi Varghese, Bhilai
(Diocesan Education Officer & PRO, Calcutta Diocese)

Evening- St. Lukel7: 20-37: Morning- St. Matthew 24: 36-51:
Before Holy Qurbana- Psalms 34; Genesis 42: 1- 28; Isaiah 1 : 10 —
20: Holy Qurbana- Acts 3:21 — 26; I Corinthians 2: 10-16

St. Mark 13: 28 -37

The second coming of Jesus is one of the basic doctrines of Christian
Church. In the present Gospel passage the need to be alert about the second
coming of Jesus is emphasised.

a. Reading the signs of time

““From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. (Mk
13:28)

The plants and most animals follow a set pattern of life which is bound
to the seasons of nature. The interconnectedness would be so much that
seeing the tree (whether its blossomed or bearing fruit or shed leaves) one
can predict the season and vice versa. This can happen only when one is
aware about the season/ climate of that region and the plants that grow
there. For example an Indian on his maiden visit to Europe or Australia may
not be accurate in reading the signs of the seasons, whereas a native would
be able to do so accurately. Similarly, one who is familiar with the Word of
God is expected to read the signs of time.

Jesus’ words about the second coming have been greatly misinterpreted
over ages. Right from the early centuries there were attempts to predict
the exact date of Jesus’ second coming. In 2" Montanus preached that the
second coming of Christ to be imminent and many people left their home
and assembled in Phrygia where he had claimed the heavenly Jerusalem
would descend to Earth. William Miller (Seventh-day Adventists) preached
in 1831 that the end of the world would occur with the second coming of
Jesus Christ in 1843 and got over one lakh followers. In Kerala a CMS
priest Yusthos Joseph (Vidhwankutti) predicted the second coming of Jesus
would happen on 2™ October, 1881. The list of people who falsely predicted
the time of 2" coming of Jesus is endless.

The series of false predictions has trivialised the doctrine of Parousia
(the Second Coming of the Lord). Many have started to take it for granted.
They live as if their life on earth would never end and forget that one’s
death as well as the second coming of Jesus is definite. But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth
and everything that is done on it will be disclosed (2 Peter 3:10). The
second coming of our Lord is certain though we are unsure about the time.
Church Fathers have reminded us to meditate on our own death and also
on the 2" coming- the aim of which is not to scare us, but in order to
motivate us to lead a better life.

b. God’s Word

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.” (Mk 13:31)

Our Lord, who is the Word (Jn1:1), taught about the mighty power and
permanence of the Word. This fact was also expressed by prophet Isaiah,
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the Word of the Lord endures
forever (Is 40:8). The Bible begins with the description of the creative
power of Word (Gen 1:3). The Psalmist describes the healing power of the
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Word: he sent out his word and healed them,
and delivered them from destruction (Ps

107:20). The Word of God also sanctifies us- Sanctify them in the truth;
your word is truth (Jn 17:17). The Word of God is an invaluable gift to
mankind.

For many centuries, even after the invention of the printing press, the
Bible was not available for the common public. They were mainly able to
listen to the Word only when it was read during the services in the Church.
But we are fortunate enough to have easy accessibility to the Holy Bible in
different languages and versions. Our problem is not the non-availability of
the Bible, rather we are not available for the Word. Some of us would be
too busy to have time to read the Bible, not even a chapter one day. A few
of'us may be able to read a little every day, but we don’t allow the Word to
sink into our lives. Like the Psalmist, the Word should be our meditation
all day long (Ps 119:97). And those who do so would be /ike trees planted
by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their
leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper (Ps 1:3).

c. Be alert, be aware, be alive!

“Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of
the house will come.” (Mk 13:35)

To emphasise the necessity for watchfulness, Jesus told a parable of a
house owner who entrusts different tasks to his labourers before he ventures
out for a journey. As the date of return is not known in advance, the workers
should be always vigilant and prompt in fulfilling their duties. When the
master comes and if a servant is found lazying, he is bound to be punished,
even if he had done his chores on previous days. In spiritual life also we
can’t be complacent with our lives. Our past life (good or bad) is not an
excuse for our present lacklustre Christian life. We are expected to be ever
alert and watchful as like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls
around, looking for someone to devour (1Pet 1:8).

Being prompt and vigilant is required not only in our spiritual life but also
in everyday life. This quality is highly required for students as well as elders.
If a job/ task is assigned to you, get completely involved in it to bring it to
fruition irrespective of whether you are supervised or not. For example if a
teacher assigns work to the students and leaves the class for some time,
only a few of the students would promptly get involved in that task. Most of
the students would start talking to each other or get involved in something
else. The same would be the scenario when the boss/ supervisor leaves the
employees for a while. The lesson to be taken is that our dedication and
promptness in our duties should always be steady and shall not be affected
by the presence or absence of the supervisor/ teacher/ parent.

Conclusion

The second coming of Jesus, similar to our death, is certain, though we
can’t predict the exact time of both. Hence we shall always be prepared
and ‘live as if we are to die tomorrow’. Let us be doers of the word, and
not merely hearers (or readers) who deceive themselves (Js 1:22).

Be Calm, but alert
Relaxed, but ready
Smooth, but sharp
Humble, but confident. a

2021 September 18 Page|11



BRI ODOMENUIHI nuglﬂmmm"l R F&

MALANKARA ORTHODOX

SYRIAN C HUR(H

THE MISSION FACETS IN THE FEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS

Fr. Baiju Thomas (St. Thomas Orthodox Thelogical Seminary, Nagpur)

Introduction

The feast of the Holy Cross is one of the most important feasts of our
Lord in almost all Episcopal churches. The Eastern and the Oriental Orthodox
Churches along with the Catholic Church do observe this feast with much
reverence. This feast is known in different names throughout such as the
Exaltation of the Cross, Triumph of the Cross, Elevation of the Cross, etc.
In the Syrian tradition, it is the beginning of a new liturgical season, i.e., the
Season of the Holy Cross. This Feast commemorates the discovery, recovery
and dedication of the Holy Cross of Jesus Christ. Though it’s a memory, it
gives some missiological insights and inspirations.

Historical Background of the Feast of Holy Cross

The Christian Church faced a lot of tribulations and persecutions from
its inception itself. It reached its peak when the Roman emperors started
their persecutions. The ‘Edict of Milan’ in A.D. 313 by Emperor Constantine
marked a new era in the history of Christianity. There after Christianity
enjoyed freedom and royal patronage. As part of his Christian patronage,
Constantine sent his mother Empress Helena to discover the Holy Cross of
Jesus Christ. In A.D. 326 she identified the Holy Cross and in A.D. 336
Constantine dedicated the Holy Cross at the Holy Sepulcher Church, which
was earlier a Roman Temple and later reconstructed as Christian Church
with the orders of Emperor Constantine. This was on September 14" and
the Orthodox Churches started to observe this day as the feast of the Holy
Cross. In A.D. 614 Jerusalem was invaded by the Persians and the Holy
Cross was stolen. In A.D. 629, the Holy Cross was recovered and dedicated
on the same date, i.e., on September 14, This is the historical background
behind the feast of Holy Cross.

September 14™ and Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

In the history of Malankara Church, September 14™ is an important day.
The Church gave green signal to its two great missionaries for the fulfillment
of their missionary dream on this day. The first one is the formation of the
‘Servants of the Cross’ (Sleebadasa Samooham) and the second one is
the formation of St. Thomas Orthodox Theological Seminary, Nagpur. The
former was founded by L.L. Pathros Mar Osthathios in 1924 and the later
by L.L. Stephanos Mar Theodosius in 1995. It might be a co-incidence or
divine plan that the initiation of these two took place on the same day.
These two movements were the turning points in the mission history of
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church.

The Mission Reflections of the Feast of Holy Cross

St. Paul in his first letter to Corinthians says that, “for the message
about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18). Here, St. Paul highlights
the importance of the message of cross and the beneficiaries of the same.
This shows that cross is the symbol of mission and sharing the power of
God. The feast of Holy Cross also has the same message by analyzing its
historical background and the later incidents. The initiations of Emperor
Constantine, Empress Helena, Pathros Mar Osthathios and Stephanos Mar
Theodosius are commendable in this analysis. The missionary facets of the
feast of Holy Cross can be seen through the works of these great visionaries.
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1. Completion of Responsibilities

After the Edict of Milan, Emperor Constantine didn’t stand still. He sent
his mother for the discovery of the cross of Jesus Christ. Pathros Mar
Osthathios and Stephanos Mar Theodosius also worked hard to achieve
their goals by discovering the Cross, discovering the souls, and
discovering the knowledge. These all shows their fervor to the mission
and sharing the message of Cross. They didn’t bother any kind of tribulations
before them. They trusted in God Almighty and He strengthened them to
complete their responsibility. James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God, and He
will draw near to you.” This enthusiasm shows the responsibility of each
and every individual to complete the responsibilities which have entrusted
to them for sharing the message of the Cross. The Holy Cross and the
feast remind us the need of innovative methods to share God’s grace and to
complete the responsibilities of Christianity in this world.

2. Inauguration of a New Light

Through the discovery of the Holy Cross, Constantine and Helena
inaugurated a new era of luminosity. Likewise Pathros Mar Osthathios and
Stephanos Mar Theodosius lighted a new light through their discovery of
souls and discovery of knowledge. These discoveries give brightness to
a lot of people to know the message of Cross, to know Jesus Christ and to
develop the divine knowledge. These discoveries helped to strengthen the
peaceful atmosphere in the Church, wipe away the spiritual darkness among
the people, etc. The Holy Cross always stands as a symbol of the strength
of the saints and the fathers of the Church to defend the false teachings
and heresies. The Church always faced the tribulations only with the power
of the Holy Cross. Isaiah reminds us “Arise and Shine” (Is. 60:1). So the
Holy Cross is always a light to the world for eradicating all the darkness.

3. Silent Service

The discoveries happened on the day of the feast of Holy Cross exhorts
asilent service. Constantine, Helena, Pathros Mar Osthathios and Stephanos
Mar Theodosius showed the message of Cross through their silent services.
Though Constantine and Helena were the final words of the Empire, they
didn’t do anything for their namesake. Similarly both the bishops faced lots
of obstacles from inside and outside the community, but they achieved to
get their goal through their silent nature and missions. St. Matthew 16:24
reminds to bear the cross and follow Jesus Christ. The primary aim of
every Christian is to be a silent servant of God in this world. This is what
the Cross exhorts the Christianity, a silent service without expecting any
personal rewards and only for the sake of God’s name.

Conclusion

The feast of the Holy Cross reminds Christianity, the need of missionary
activities. The discoveries of Cross, Soul and Knowledge by Emperor
Constantine, Empress Helena, Pathros Mar Osthathios and Stephanos Mar
Theodosius proved the mission insights of the Holy Cross. The feast of
Holy Cross is not a mere feast, but a reminder to the Christian world to
complete their responsibilities, to share the new light of Jesus Christ and to
be a silent servant of God Almighty.

Q
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STOTS, Nagpur enters into its 27™ Year of Service

The St.Thomas Orthodox Theological Seminary (STOTS), Nagpur, which
is commonly known as Nagpur Seminary, is the second Theological Semi-
nary of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church. The Nagpur Seminary has
been spreading the light at the centre of the nation for one year more than a
quarter of a century now. The main aim of establishing this seminary was to
equip our young clerics to cater the pastoral needs of the believers and to lead
the parishes in the diaspora of the Church. Missionary activities of the Church
in the outside Kerala region also is one of the prime concerns of the Semi-
nary.

Although it was a long cherished dream of many visionary leaders of the
Church, the great visionary Metropolitan H.G. Stephanos Mar Theodosius of
blessed memory took the initiative for realising the dream of establishing
STOTS. His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews — II of blessed memory,
and the Holy Episcopal Synod made the inception of the Seminary became a
reality on 14th September 1995 at St Thomas Ashram, Bhilai. Later in 1999 it
was shifted to Nagpur, the geographical center of India.

The Seminary since its establishment is in process of a steady and gradual
growth as the second center for theological education of the Malankara Or-
thodox Church in Outside Kerala Region. It is STOTS, Nagpur, which pio-
neers in offering a platform for women of the Malankara Orthodox Church
to accomplish Theological studies in the Seminary itself. The Seminary gives
utmost important to the holistic development of its students in many regards.

Liturgy forms the core of Orthodox way of life. And the Chapel is the
fulcrum of seminary life. The powerful voices that rise up in perfect har-
mony sets a stage for worship that can only be described as heavenly in
every sense, and it is this enlivening worship that rejuvenates the community
and provides the impetus to move ahead. Holy Eucharist is celebrated on
every Sundays, Thursdays and on all feast days of the Church. Regular ca-
nonical prayers are conducted alternatively in three languages, Hindi, English
and Malayalam. The seminary houses a library with a considerable number of
books, journals and other literary materials.

Apart from moulding future ordained leaders for the church the seminary
also has an active role in framing the Orthodox identity of the laity. ‘Sathyajyothi’
is a milestone in that direction. It is the first and only fully Online Theological
Education Program of the Church run by STOTS, Nagpur. Presently over 80
students have graduated and about 200 are pursuing their ‘Diploma in Ortho-
dox Christian Studies’.

STOTS Nagpur conducts various outreach programs. The students are
sent out to nearby parishes for Sunday missions, where they get acquainted
with the Sunday parish ministry. As a part of the curriculum, the students are
also sent to various mission fields like hospitals, re-habitation centers, and
mission centers etc, where they experience the true commissioning. Apart
from these there are regular Sunday tuition classes for kids of the nearby
villages where the seminary family engages their leisure time in taking classes
on the academic subjects of those kids “ Preparing physical and electronic
material for OVBS in the Outside Kerala Region and conducting it every year
in different phases also is a regular activity of STOTS. Students from the
seminary are sent to various parishes and they conduct fruitful OVBS classes
for the Sunday school students.

Upasana building houses the dining hall and the auditorium along with
dormitories and guest rooms. We welcome everyone who wishes to experi-
ence the prayerful life in the Seminary by making short-period stays in the
community. Even during this time, when the world is in the midst of a pan-
demic, fragrance of incense accompanied by prayers rise from the seminary
chapel seeking mercy and compassion for the whole universe.

Prerana Special School for intellectually challenged is a charitable institu-
tion associated to the Seminary. This institution provides support to the spe-
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cial children from many near by
villages. The mission of the Church
to take care of the weaker ones in
the society is being accomplished
also through this institution.

STOTS bookstore is a venture
to cater the liturgical and academic
necessitate resources for the
diaspora. In this Pandemic time
Seminary has started online book-
store. Now all the books can be
purchased through online.

By the Grace of God Almighty,
STOTS is going ahead in accom-
plishing its goals under the effec-
tive guidance of H.G. Geevarghese
Mar Coorilos — the Vice President
and all Metropolitans of the Dio-
ceses in the Outside Kerala Region
who are the associate vice presi-
dents of STOTS, all other mem-
bers of the Holy Episcopal Synod,
members of the Governing Board.

STOTS still has a long way to
proceed in the service of God,
Church and the humanity. All ef-
forts will be fruitful by the grace
of God Almighty and the valuable
prayers and support of the lovers
of the Church. On the occasion of
glorious 26th anniversary of the
establishment of STOTS, Nagpur,
we urge you to continue to be
friends and supporters of the
Seminary by upholding the Semi-
nary family and all its activities in
your valuable prayers and by ex-
tending helping hands to the Semi-
nary all through its journey.

https://youtu.be/
bwdDGRXGq5Q

OVBS-OKR is happy to present
the promo video for Online OVBS
2021 - '22. Looking forward to
your wholehearted love, support
and cooperation.

OVBS-OKR Team 2021 - '22
Online OVBS - OKR 2021 - 22

This year's OKR - OVBS will
commence from the Dussehra holi-
days through online platform. The
theme for this year is 'Jesus Heals'
(Lk. 4:40). Subscribe our YouTube
Channel for the upcoming OVBS
videos. For queries contact :

Mob: +91 8888722164

Email: ovbsstots@gmail.com
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Metropolitan Seraphim Releases Special Edition, ‘Eyes on High’, on Life,
Contributions of Late Catholicos-Mooppan

Late Catholicos was a person of faith, ‘man after God’s own heart
who walked with God’: Met. Seraphim

BENGALURU-INDIA: Metropolitan Abraham Seraphim of Bangalore
Diocese, Indian Orthodox Malankara Church, has paid glowing tributes to
the late lamented His Holiness Marthoma Paulose 11, Catholicos-Mooppan
and Malankara Metropolitan (1946-2021).

The Metropolitan released ‘Eyes on High,” a special edition published by
the Bangalore Diocese at the Diocese headquarters on August 21 to com-
memorate the life and contributions of late Catholicos.

Met. Seraphim in his single-page tribute states “His Holiness was an
embodiment of selflessness who never desired any status or power, but
was like a child humbled himself before God and offered himself as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”

Reminiscing about the life of His Holiness, Met. Seraphim shared his
thoughts about the ‘Tree’ which the Psalmist had described in his Psalms.

“He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its
fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither.”

Comparing late Catholicos to a ‘divine tree’ whose leaves never withers
away, Met. Seraphim says, “His Holiness’ life and contributions towards
the Church will never wither, and he will always be remembered, and re-
main engraved in the golden annals of the history of our Church.”

His Grace further compares the late Shepherd as a beautiful image of a
person of faith who lived a life according to the precepts of God. “Bava
Thirumeni was one “who walked with God” and he was a “man after God’s
own heart,” he mentions.

Met. Seraphim recalled that though His Holiness was subjected to criti-
cisms and disapproval and faced severe storms throughout, it was his deep-
rooted relationship with his Almighty that helped him weather them all. “As

he stood firm throughout his life, the Church can never forget the protection
and shelter it received during his tenure as the Supreme Head of the Church.
As his roots were strong, the Church was properly positioned, and under
him, the Church continuously progressed as he bore good fruits in His rela-
tionship with God, the Church tasted these fruits which proved to be pro-
ductive.”

“As we lament the loss of our beloved,” Met. Seraphim assures that the
Catholicos is still firmly planted near the Divine fountain, and the Church
continues to be nourished under this Divine tree. “Though we have lost our
spiritual father, we now have a great intercessor planted in heaven across
the Divine stream, interceding for us, stronger than ever,” His Grace adds.

Met. Seraphim headed the editorial board of the special edition brought
out in association with the Diocesan Council. Rev Fr Santhosh Samuel K,
Diocesan Secretary, was the Managing Editor and Publisher. Others who
were involved include Fr Skariah Mathew, General Convener, Fr K M Jacob,
P K Kurian as Editor, Zacharia Mathew, Mathew Jacob, Rajesh Philip Tho-
mas.

The editorial board consisted of Fr Aby K Raju, Thomas John, Abraham
Paul Arieckal, Alex Joseph, Varghese P Abraham, Tinu V Kunjumon.

Metropolitan Seraphim Felicitates
Fr Koshy and Artist Deepthi

BENGALURU, India: Metropolitan Abraham Seraphim of Bangalore
of the Indian Orthodox Malankara Church, was the chief celebrant at the
25th sacerdotal anniversary of Fr Koshy Thomas, Vicar, St Stephen’s Or-
thodox Church, Vijayanagar, Bengaluru.

Dr Mar Seraphim also led the Holy Eucharist at the church on August
29 which was followed by a felicitation ceremony. The function also saw
‘Indian Book of Records’ holder Deepthi Jiji Mathew, coffee and pencil
artist, presenting her sketch of Fr Koshy and Mar Seraphim personally which
was appreciated by members of the faithful.

Deepthi who won many laurels for her artistic efforts was blessed by
the vicar and the Metropolitan wishing her many more successful feats.
The entire programme was held in strict adherence to Covid-19 protocols.
St Stephen’s Orthodox Church Managing Committee, Joyi V Chacko, Trustee
and Achankunju K S, Secretary, thanked the faithful gathered to make the
function a success.

Earlier, during the lockdown days due to the pandemic, Deepthi had
painted the sketches of all the metropolitans and saints of the Indian Ortho-
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dox Church. Deepthi is the daughter of Sudha Susan and Jiji Mathew, ac-
tive members of St Stephen’s Orthodox Church, Bengaluru.
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